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The Romance Genre-Checklist 
Introduction 
Romance as a genre, has existed since the ancient Greece in plays, but began blossoming in 

literature in the 1700s. Romance is an interesting genre, as it interacts with the reader in a 

unique way; the reader is aware. As Joan Schulhafer said in 1982: “Women will pick up a 

romance novel knowing what to expect, and this foreknowledge of the reader is very 

important. When the hero and heroine meet and fall in love, maybe they don't know they're in 

love, but the reader does. Then a conflict will draw them apart, but you know in the end they'll 

be back together, and preferably married or planning to be by page 192.” 

This is very important to consider when writing romance, as it will disappoint the reader if 

these subconscious criteria aren’t met. 

Modern day Romance is often classified as Drama, as it doesn’t meet these “criteria”. This can 

cause some confusion, but the difference is the focus; is it about love or is it about something 

AND love? 

 

Essential Traits: 
o Core theme: romantic development 

o Optimistic ending 

o “Rewards the good and punishes the bad” 

o A problem that creates tension between the main characters and threatens to keep them 

apart. 

o This problem is eventually solved, and the couple is united. 

o Escapism 

• This is very important, as the reader who picks up a romance novel, expects the 

book to take them away from the real world. In the 18th century, romance was 

even described as “female escapism literature”.  
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Potential Additions: 
o Tragic backstory that causes problems in the relationship 

• While this might seem cliché, it really can create some tension and maybe even 

empathy between the two. 

o Soft erotica 

• Some soft erotica can be good to create intimacy, but it has a paper thin edge, 

too much and it’s more an erotica book than romance. 

o Same-sex love  

• This actually has an entire genre; LGBT+, but I personally find that it goes under 

romance as well. 

o Emotional influences: 

• Angst (Anxiety, melodrama etc.) 

• Fluff (Cheesy lines, la vie en rose, cute romances etc.) 

• Feel-good (Comedy, fun, shits-n-giggles etc. 

 

Famous works in the genre of Romance: 
- A Room with a View by E.M. Forster 

- All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven 

- Emma by Jane Austen 

- Far from the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy 

- Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brönte 

- Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence 

- Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel García Márquez 

- Love’s Labour’s Lost by William Shakespeare 

- Mansfield Park by Jane Austen 

- Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

- Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 

- Romeo and Juliette by William Shakespeare 

- Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen 

- Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

- The American by Henry James 

- The House of the Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

- The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

- Wuthering Heights by Emily Brönte 

 


